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to count for anything in the qualifying examina-
tions. Under the lead of Lord Robert Cecil,
afterwards so famous as Lord Salisbury, the
Parliamentary obscurantists drove Lowe from
office, not much, as would seem, to the displeasure
of his colleagues, on whom he revenged himself by
wrecking their Reform Bill in 1866. On the
passing of Household Suffrage he uttered the
famous apophthegm, " We must educate our
masters." And now, as Chancellor of the Exchequer
in Gladstone's Ministry, he belonged to a Govern-
ment with an unrivalled opportunity for redeeming
that obligation."

They did not show themselves altogether equal
to the situation. W. E. Forster, the Minister
charged with preparing the new Education Bill,
was not a statesman of high intellect or wide views.
But as an educational enthusiast, not belonging to
any religious denomination, he had the advantage
of most of his colleagues, and was in some ways a
more advanced reformer than the Prime Minister
himself. His Bill marked a considerable improve-
ment on the existing system. It provided that the
denominational schools in receipt of State aid
should henceforth be subject to undenominational
inspection, and that no child who attended such
schools should be forced to receive religious
instruction of which its parents disapproved. This

* Lowe had begun life as an Oxford coach, but he had no
practical knowledge of elementary teaching*, and his system of
payment by results exercised a most baneful influence on the
schools, where it greatly stimulated cramming*, and led to the
treatment of children as machines for obtaining increased grants.
This, however, does not alter the fact that he tell on the question
of religious versus secular education.